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Palestine for Jews 


The American public has not been al- 
lowed to know what has really gone on be- 
hind the scenes on British-American Pales- 
tine-Arabian relations. 


Churchill was for a brief time at odds 
with his own Colonial Office on this ques- 
tion. The British Colonial Office is dead- 
set against Jewish development of a national 
homeland in Palestine, but Churchill had 
been won over to the appeal to open Pales- 
tine to the thousands of otherwise doomed 
Jews of Europe. He believed that if the 
American political leaders demanded Jewish 
relief, he would be able to bring his Colonial 
Office into line. Therefore, as we reported 
to you (Between the Lines, March 2/7, 
1944), the wave of political action in Wash- 
ington for Jewish relief was started with 
Churchill’s blessing. In the meantime, how- 
ever, Churchill reversed his position and 
now is supporting the British Colonial Of- 
tice’s policy of playing up to the Arabs in 
Palestine. 


Washington Bewildered 
ficials have been bewildered and confused 
by British action, for almost as soon as hear- 
ings were started in Washington the British 

Colonial Office began to try to frustrate the 
tee and action being awakened in 
American quarters on behalf of Jewish re- 
lief via an open door in Palestine. 


Washington of- 


The British Colonial Office put the heat 
on Arab satraps in the Near East to 
flood Washington official circles with pro- 
tests from the powerful Mohammedan world 
with which British and American forces are 
in close military cooperation. This pres- 
sure put the brakes on the pro-Jewish re- 
lief movement so suddenly and so strongly 
that, vou will remember, Gereral Marshall 
rushed over to Congress to testify before 
the special committee against any move to 
aid the Jews, basing his adverse testimony 
on military expediency. (And, remember, 
we were making that oil deal with the Arabs 
about that time. ) 


Great efforts were made to hush up the 
fact that the Arabian protests had not been 
offered voluntarily but had been stirred up 
deliberately by the agents of the British 
Foreign Office—a fact that leaked out from 
other British diplomatic offices. 


Investments Important in Question Ac- 
tually, many American authorities in the 
Near East report that the Arabs have not 
been too much concerned with the Jewish 
refugee problem. Their interests are else- 
where, chiefly in eastern Asia Minor, and 
North Africa. But French and British 
colonial officials are interested in the Pales- 
tine question because the development of a 
strong Palestinian government would great- 


(Continued on next page) 


THERE IS ONE CERTAIN WAY to measure man’s estimate of truth: Does 
he seek truth in order that it may serve him, or does he seek truth that it may be served 
by him? 


X-Ray and Forecast 


A great note of encouragement is to be found in recent developments in official 
Washington expressed in a phrase that is rapidly becoming familiar, “propaganda 
doesn’t pay.” 


As we have frequently reported to our readers, many of cur official censors and 
propagandists have had a tendency to ape the very technique of the Nazis in handling 
news and information. As you know by your papers, war news has been unreasonably 
suppressed where no military importance was attached; reports, truths and half-truths 
have been angled and warped to political purposes to such an extent that the American 
people, and the American armed forces especially, have become loud in their complaints 
and denunciation. This is a very heartening fact proving that the people have not 
lost their sense of perspective or their estimate of truth. A slogan like “propaganda 
doesn’t pay” can mean more than we are likely to realize in brightening the hope for 
the American scene in the coming years. Truth is the greatest defense against tyranny. 


Invasion Days As invasion days come on, it would be well to remember that wherever 
the United Nations armies have advanced, North Africa, Sicily, Italy, they have not 
been as welcome as official propaganda has sometimes sought to make us believe. They 
have usually been received either by sullen indifference or downright suspicion .. . this 
in spite of shiploads of food, clothing and trinkets to buy off belligerence and buy up 
cooperation. 


Italian Alibi Don’t let anyone make you believe that the campaign in Italy was in- 
tended only as a “holding action” to draw German strength out of Europe. That is the 
new cover-up for the terrible miscalculation United Nations leaders made on Italian 
cooperation. The Italian people did not respond and cooperate as expected. It has 
been this costly lesson which has given months of painful pause to elaborate invasion 
plans. 

Italian Lessons Why have the Italians failed us? Didn’t they want to get rid of 
the Nazis? Of course. Didn’t they want to get rid of the Italian Fascists? Ab- 
solutely. But they also wanted to get rid of the crowd of Italian millionaires, political 
dummies and turncoats who would carry any banner for a price and who had fastened 
fascism on them in the first place. Churchill’s London banks and the American finan- 
cial interests that control our State Department do not want these millionaires or their 
political props disturbed because that would upset Tory investments which are skill- 
fully shared with Wall Street’s House of Morgan, Chase National Bank and others. 
So ~ Italian people, bled white by generations of this system, are sore—and wouldn’t 
you be: 


Multiply this by the rest of Europe and you can see why the political planners of 
the invasion claim that “the public has no idea what intricate and widespread difficulties 
the invasion plans involve.” No, the public doesn’t have any idea; and if it did there 
would be more delay until we could revise some of the hypocrisy involved in the mud- 
dled, contradictory, fuzzy war aims that have been offered so far. 


Out of such a revision of war aims could come some clear call of hope for a new 
order of genuine economic democracy and brotherhood. Such an appeal would reach 
the tortured soul of the German people and give them something to hope for if they 
got rid of the Nazis themselves, and the chances would then be exceedingly strong that 
an invasion wouldn’t be necessary. A crack-up would come within Europe, and a 
swift occupation of Europe instead of pitched invasion battles could be effected. The 
500,000 lives we are told we must be prepared to mourn would have been saved. What 
price status quo? 


Germans Without Nazis One of the biggest questions being discussed behind closed 
official doors is what will happen in Germany when the Nazis collapse. One situation 
that is being kept very quiet is the fact that, as the total control of Germany by the 
Nazis has continued to tighten, German economy and civilian life has become more 
and more like life under the Soviet. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Soviet Official Breaks with Kremlin 


A remarkable and dramatic situation has developed in United 
States-Soviet relations relative to the startling steps taken by a 
fairly prominent Soviet official who has deserted the Soviet official 
corps in America and has thrown himself on the mercy of the Ameri- 
can people for protection. 

A strenuous effort has been made either to hush up the story or 
belittle it in order that it might not disturb or irritate Washington- 
Moscow relations. 

While Between the Lines has often given you reports that reveal 
the realistic position of Moscow toward the London-Washington 
double purpose policies in a manner that put a somewhat favorable 
light on Moscow, we certainly do not shut our eyes to the fact that 
the Soviet has been guilty of immeasurable sins of deception and 
brutality in the past and, consequently, still bears watching. 

In the interest of the Christian layman’s unprejudiced, all-round 
viewpoint, we present this unusual report. Incidentally, while slight 
mention of this has appeared in some newspapers, we understand 
that a large popular magazine was preparing a full story on the 
Kravchenko affair but government pressure is presumed to have 
stopped it. 

Victor A. Kravchenko, a member of the Communist Party in Rus- 
sia for 25 years, a captain in the Red Army, former director of large 
Soviet industrial plants and munitions official, came to the United 
States to direct the purchase of vital metals. Early last month, after 
a seven months’ stay in America, he resigned his post and placed 
himself “under the protection of American public opinion.” 

Mr. Kravchenko’s observation of and experience with American 
democracy was probably summed up in his appealing comment : 
“You Americans cannot know what it meant to me never to have 
been asked to show my passport by anyone during my entire stay in 
America!” His statements to the press concerning the dissolution 
of the Comintern are also enlightening. Mr. Kravchenko said 

“The Russian people were surprised by the perfunctory announce- 
ment last year of the abolition of the Comintern, but while approving 
the action they had little faith in the sincerity of the Soviet govern- 
ment. . . . The Comintern continues to function but by different 
methods and in other forms. 

“Haven’t you noticed,” said the resigning Soviet official, “that 
the new political clothes donned by Browder bear a striking resem- 
blance to those adopted by Stalin? And haven’t you observed also 
that while ‘The Comintern,’ official organ of the Communist Inter- 
national, has ceased publication, its place has been taken by ‘War 
and the Working Class,’ which now sets the tone and line for the 
policies and utterances of the Communist parties abroad? 

“ ‘The Daily Worker’ in this country reflected fully the statements 
appearing in ‘War and the Working Class’ on the factual fight in 
the American Labor party in New York and reflects also the attitude 
taken by the new Moscow organ on matters concerning labor in the 
United States. I cite these only as some examples for the guidance 
of my American friends.” 

Mr. Kravchenko’s statement announcing his resignation as a 
Soviet representative is most significant. Aiter a brief account of 
his connections with the Russian government and his growing doubts 
as to present Soviet policy, he says: 

“IT can no longer support the double-faced political maneuvers 
directed at one and the same time toward ‘collaboration with the 
United States and Britain while pursuing aims incompatible with 
such collaboration. Collaberation with the democratic countries can- 
not be pursued while the Soviet government and its leaders are in 
reality following a concealed policy of their own design to accom- 
plish purposes at variance with their public professiors. 

“The Soviet government has dissolved the Communist Interna- 
tional but only in form; in reality Moscow has continued to support 
its Communist party affiliates in many: countries. The new demo- 
cratic terminology being utilized by Moscow is only a maneuver. 
Intelligent and informed people in Russia and abroad are not deceived 
by the new Soviet terminology of nationalism, the object of which is 
to conceal the substance and purposes of real Soviet policy. These 
purposes have guided also the formation of the All-Slav Committee 
in Moscow and of the so-called Union of Polish Patriots, with their 
alleged national programs... . 

“The Soviet policy in the Balkans and Czechoslovakia is pictured 
to the world as a guarantee of the future welfare and cooperation 
of the peoples of Europe—in reality it has quite different practical 
ends. 

“Officially the Soviet government has proclaimed its desire to 
support establishment of democratic regimes in Italy, Austria and 
other countries. In reality this is but another attempt to adapt its 
own aims to the purposes of the Allies and to promote the inclusion 
of Communists, obedient to the Kremlin, in the future governments 
of these countries. The real plans and aims of the Soviet govern- 
ment, as distinct from its public professions, are in contradiction with 
the interests and needs of the Russian people and of the cause for 
which the peoples of the United Nations are fighting. 


“While professing to seek the establishment of democracy in coun- 
tries liberated from fascism, the Soviet government at home has 
failed to take a single serious step toward granting elementary liber- 
ties to the Russian people. 

“The Russian people are subjected, as before, to unspeakable op- 
pression and cruelties, while the NKVD (Soviet secret police), act- 
ing through its thousands of spies, continues to wield its unbridled 
domination over the peoples of Russia. In the territories cleared 
of the Nazi invaders, the Soviet government is re-establishing its 
political regime of lawlessness and violence, while prisons and con- 
centration camps continue to function as before. 

“The hopes of political and social reforms cherished by the Rus- 
sian people at the beginning of the war have proved to be empty 
illusions. 

“This war is not yet ended, but already the rulers in the Kremlin 
are preparing a new generation for the next war. An enduring and 
genuine peace after the conclusion of the present war and the in- 
terests of my people require a different policy than that now pursued 
by the Soviet government. 

“I maintain that more than any other people the Russian people 
require that they be granted elementary political liberties—genuine 
freedom of press and speech, freedom from want and freedom from 
fear. What the Russian people have had from their government has 
been only lip service to these freedoms. For years they have lived 
in constant dread and want. The Russian people have earned a new 
deal by their immeasurable sacrifices, which have saved the country 
as well as the existing regime itself, and through which they have 
dealt such decisive blows to fascism and have determined the course 
of the war. 

“Being aware of the methods of struggle employed by the Soviet 
rulers against political opponents I fully expect that they will now 
be used against me—the methods of slander, provocation and possibly 
worse. ; 

“T declare that I have never committed any acts detrimental to my 
people, the ruling party and the Soviet government, and have always 
tried to perform my duties to my country, my party and my people 
honestly and conscientiously. 

“T hope to have the opportunity of continuing to devote my ex- 
perience and energy to the war effort in this country. 

“T, therefore, place myself now under the protection of American 
public opinion.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


(Continued from middle page) 


Significant Legal Actions Many significant legal actions over the 
country, however, are quite generally suppressed in the news because 
of racial prejudice. As a result of the Supreme Court action on 
the Texas white primaries, South Carolina Negroes are to bring 
action in the Federal courts to seek the right to vote in primaries. 
Negroes are raising funds Me support this action. Threats of violence 
have been the only reply white political leaders have yet made. As 
in Texas and elsewhere, it may be several years before a responsible 
Negro citizen is allow ed to vote, but the battle front will widen and 
deepen until that day. 

A Negro graduate of the University of Chicago Law School, 
George E. Ross, has been denied admission to the bar by the Su- 
preme Court of Georgia despite the fact that he successfully passed 
the bar examinations. An appeal will probably be taken to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

Negro children must be admitted without discrimination to the 
Junior High School in Trenton, New Jersey, according to a recent 
decision by the New Jersey Supreme Court. The children had pre- 
viously been compelled to attend an all-Negro school. This action 
is expected to start similar proceedings elsewhere where interracial 
disturbances have occurred over school segregation. 
Japanese-American Civil Rights The issue of the evacuation and 
detention of the entire population of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific 
coast is before the United States Supreme Court in the case of Fred 
Korematsu of California, who resisted evacuation and detention on 
the ground that it was unconstitutional. He was given a technical 
sentence of five years’ probation. The case was certified to the United 
States Supreme Court which held that a sentence of probation is ap- 
pealable. The Circuit Court then proceeded to sustain his convic- 
tion. 

But the case is distinguished from those decided last June when 
on the coast to persons of Japanese ancestry. The Korematsu ques 
tion raises not only the issue of evacuations but also detention in 
tion raises not only the issue of evacuations but also detension in 
concentration camps as an inseparable factor. The brief filed by 
the defense urges review in order to establish a clear demarcation 
of “the boundaries of military power for civilians and, because the 
case presents problems of detention of citizens without judicial pro- 
cess, of discrimination on account of race and of summary action 
without hearings.” Among the lawyers aiding on the defense are 
many of outstanding reputation, such as Arthur Garfield Hays of 
New York, representing the Civil Liberties Union. 





